
 Monthly Meetings 
 
Date:  2nd Tuesday of the Month 
 
Location: Cefalo’s Restaurant 
 428 Washington Ave. 
 Carnegie, PA 15106 
 412-276-6600  
 
Time: 5:00 Social Hour 
 5:30 Board Meeting 
 6:20 Dinner 
 7:00 Program 
 
Website: www.csipittsburgh.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CSI Pittsburgh Chapter Mission 
Statement 

 
1. To support and promote the mission and      
     core values of the Institute. 
2. To help its members perform their jobs  
     better by providing education and  
     promoting certification programs. 
3. To provide an opportunity for  
     networking to facilitate project team  
     building. 
 
 
 
 
Member of the Mid-Atlantic 
Region 
 

 

CSI Pittsburgh 
at a Glance 

The Construction 
Specification Institute 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pittsburgh 
Chapter Officers 
 
President 
Mr. Bill Vernon, CSI 
Renaissance 3 Architects 
Phone: 412-431-2480 
bjv@R3a.com  
 
1st Vice-President 
Mr. Richard Strayer, CSI 
Maffei Strayer Furnishings 
Phone: 412-630-9166 
rstrayer@mstrayerfurn.com  
 
2nd Vice-President 
Ms. Lynn Fulton, CSI 
CDM-Smith 
Phone: 412-201-5500 
FultonLM@cdmsmith.com  
 
Secretary 
Josh Telenko 
Baer & Associates 
412-224-4892 
jtelenko@baer-associates.com 
 
Treasurer 
Ms. Gail Nagie, CSI, CDT 
Phone: 724-869-8280 
gailnagie@aol.com 
 
Membership Chair 
Matthew Lander/ Damian Carnegie 
AVT, Inc. 
Phone: 412-257-5077 
mlander@avtinc.net / dcarnegie@avtinc.net 
 
Programs Chair 
Mr. Robert J. Bailey, AIA, CCS, CSI, LEED AP 
IKM Incorporated 
Phone: 412-281-1337 
bbailey@ikminc.com  
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History of CSI 
CSI was founded in March 1948 by the 
specification writers of government 
agencies who came together to 
improve the quality of construction 
specifications. The Institute’s efforts 
were essential in improving 
construction specification quality so 
that it could meet the demands of the 
post-war construction boom. 
Development of specifications best 
practices, promulgating 
standards/formats, professional 
education, and certification were 
cornerstones of the Institute.  
 
The Institute grew quickly to include 
specification writers in the private 
sector, design professionals concerned 
about communicating their vision in 
construction documents, constructors 
interested in delivering high-quality 
facilities, and material suppliers with 
unique solutions to construction 
challenges. These construction 
professionals continue to work 
together today as CSI members to 
effectively communicate the designers’ 
vision, the material producers’ 
solutions, and the constructors’ 
techniques to create outstanding 
facilities that meet facility owners’ 
objectives.  

CSI’s Mission 
 

The mission of CSI is to advance building 
information management and education of 
project teams to improve facility 
performance.  

CSI is a national association of more than 
10,000 volunteers, including specifiers, 
architects, engineers, contractors, facility 
managers, product representatives, 
manufacturers, owners and others who are 
experts in building construction and the 
materials used therein. They are dedicated 
to improving the communication of 
construction information through: 

• A diversified membership base of 
allied professionals involved in the 
creation and management of the 
built environment.  

• Continuous development and 
transformation of standards and 
formats.   

• Education and certification of 
professionals to improve project 
delivery processes.   

• Creation of practice tools to assist 
users throughout the facility life-
cycle.  

CSI is governed by a Board of Directors, a 
nationally elected body that provides long-
range strategic leadership. The Board is 
composed of nationally elected CSI officers, 
including the president, president-elect, two 
vice presidents, the secretary, and 
the treasurer; elected representatives 
(directors) from each of CSI's 10 regions; 
and a director at large. CSI’s executive 
director/CEO is a corporate officer. 
Currently, there are over 140 CSI Chapters. 

What is CSI? Pittsburgh Chapter 
Pittsburgh Chapter CSI was organized in 1957, 
granted a charter by the Institute on February 15, 
1958, and incorporated as a non-profit 
organization in July 1958. The names of 25 full 
members and 36 associate members appear on 
the Charter. 
 
The first Chapter President was Raymond A. 
Fisher, AIA, Professor of Architecture at Carnegie 
Institute of Technology (now Carnegie-Mellon 
University). Following his term as Chapter 
President, Raymond Fisher was elected Regional 
Director of Area 3, Middle Atlantic District (now 
the Middle Atlantic Region), a position he held 
until his death in 1959. Harry Ray Nay of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter was appointed to serve the 
remainder of Fisher’s term. 
 
The “Specigram” was Pittsburgh Chapter’s 
monthly newsletter. “Specigram” evolved from a 
news bulletin to a professionally-produced, 
award-winning publication. With the introduction 
of the CSI Pittsburgh web site and broadcast e-
mail capabilities, Chapter members now receive 
meeting notices by email and visit the website for 
Chapter news and information. 
 
In 2008 the Chapter celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with a formal event that featured 
many distinguished guests from the Region and 
Institute, as well as Raymond Brooks, the last 
remaining original Charter Member.  
 
 From 2007 – 2015 the Chapter has received CSI’s 
Outstanding Chapter Commendation. 

 

From 1958 through 2015, the Pittsburgh Chapter 
has had 33 presidents.  
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